March Meeting
Topic: 2014 U.K. Lancaster Bomber Tour
Speakers: Dave Rohrer, Leon Evans and Don Schofield,
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
Reporter: Gord McNulty
An inspiring presentation was given by a contingent from the Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum, led by President & CEO Dave Rohrer and
Chief Pilot Leon Evans, with contributions by Lancaster Chief Pilot
Don Schofield and “techie” Bill Rouw, Chief Flight Engineer on the
B-25 Mitchell and Co-ordinator of Flight Events. Chapter Secretary Neil
McGavock introduced the CWHM “tag team” as they described the epic
54-day, 60-event tour to the U.K. that showcased the last two Lancasters
left flying in the world. David G. Rohrer CD, was born in Windsor and
raised in southwestern Ontario and the northeastern U.S. He attended
Assumption College School, then the University of Windsor under the
Canadian Armed Forces Regular Officer Training Program. He completed
postgraduate studies at the University of New Brunswick and the University
of Southern California in Advanced Aviation Program Management. Dave
received his commission in the RCAF, completing military pilot training
at CFB Moose Jaw in 1975. He flew aerial security patrols in a Bell Kiowa
helicopter during the 1976 Montreal Olympics and several military jets and
helicopters during 22 years of service. He completed three flying tours prior
to his appointment as a Senior Staff Officer at #10 Tactical Air Group based
in St. Hubert, Quebec.
After leaving active service, Dave joined the Canadian Aviation Safety
Board and became Ontario Regional Manager. He represented Canada
on several high-profile international occurrence investigations. He was
technical advisor to the Moshansky Royal Commission that investigated the
F28 Air Ontario accident at Dryden, ON. Dave joined Transport Canada
as the Regional Director of Aircraft Services at Hamilton International
Airport. He retired from public service in 2006. A lifetime member of
CWHM, he became President and CEO in November 2005. Dave has
accumulated more than 13,000 flying hours as a professional pilot. He
currently flies several museum aircraft including the Mynarski Memorial
Lancaster C-GVRA, Mitchell, Harvard, Chipmunk and Stearman, as well
as corporate jets including the Cessna CJ4 and the Bombardier Global
Express. Dave has flown all over the world in 46 different types of fixedand-rotary aircraft, but nothing has compared to participating in the 2014
U.K. Lancaster Bomber Tour to honor veterans of Bomber Command.
Dave and his wife Sally reside in Ancaster, and are proud parents of three
children, and grandparents.
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Leon Evans emigrated to Canada from Exmouth, Devon in the U.K. In
1963 he learned to fly at the St. Catharines Flying Club on a 23 Squadron
Air Cadet Scholarship. In 1968 he pumped gas and instructed at the club.
He joined Air Canada in 1973 and spent 34 years flying on Lockheed,
Boeing, Douglas and Airbus airliners. In 2000 Leon joined the CWHM,
flying Harvards. He retired from Air Canada in 2006. As CWHM Chief
Pilot, he flies most of the museum’s aircraft. Leon has 26,000-plus flying
hours. He was one of the pilots who took C-GVRA to England for the
“Reunion of Lancasters” tour.

Flypast V. 51 No. 6

Speaker Dave Rohrer
Photo Credit - Neil McGavock

Speaker Leon Evans
Photo Credit - Neil McGavock

Speaker Don Schofield
Photo Credit - Neil McGavock

Bill Rouw
Photo Credit - Neil McGavock

Bomber Command veterans in front of the two Lancasters attending a gala reception Photo Courtesy - RAF

Don Schofield attended Harbord Collegiate in Toronto and went straight from secondary school to
the RCAF. He served from 1959 to 1967, flying fighters and transports. He flew with Air Canada for
34-plus years and joined CWHM shortly after it began. He left CWHM for a while but returned shortly
before the Lancaster first flew and has been at CWHM ever since. Leon and Don were on the trip from
day one, from the scheduled departure of Aug. 4 to the return on Sept. 28.
The CWHM presentation began with Dave Rohrer crediting Bill Rouw for his role in saving C-GVRA
from being lost in the devastating CWHM hangar fire in 1993. Bill was on the scene and had
considerable experience in firefighting. It was his call that allowed museum members to put the wheels
on the Lanc and take it out on time. Dave showed the trailer of the exciting 83-minute Reunion of
Giants official documentary about the 3,700-mile trip that saw C-GVRA join up with the RAF Battle
of Britain Memorial Flight Lancaster. It was, as FlyPast magazine described it, a “once in a lifetime”
opportunity to see “Vera” and “Thumper” in flight. Truly, history in the making! It was the first time
in 50 years that two Lancasters had flown together. There was a strong feeling on both sides of the
Atlantic that the remembrance tribute had to be undertaken when wartime memories were fading. It
was a fabulous success, a living memorial that re-cemented the friendship between Canada and Britain.
C-GVRA’s flight was the first time that a civilian unit had displayed with the RAF. Dave proudly noted
that Reunion of Giants, directed and produced by Dundas filmmaker Morgan Elliott, was nominated
in the 2017 Canadian Screen Awards.
Dave outlined the business risks and operational challenges of preparing a 70-year-old bomber and
a team of 20 for the ambitious trans-Atlantic journey. “It was not a unanimous decision, for obvious
reasons,” he noted. The CWHM had discussed the idea at least three times before, but it always seemed
a bridge too far. Fuel costs were double in Canada compared to Britain, with the Canadian dollar
before Brexit worth two dollars to one British pound. The fuel bill alone was $350,000, not counting
oil and other costs. The CWHM felt the trip had to be profitable if it was to be made. But there was an
urgency to recognize Bomber Command veterans while they were still alive. More than 55,000 airmen
did not survive their tour, including more than 10,000 Canadians. Their sacrifice was exemplified by
Pilot Officer Andrew Mynarski. One of the most emotional moments of the trip occurred during a
flypast over the Mynarski statue at Durham Tees Airport (known as Middleton St. George) erected
in honour of Mynarski and the entire crew of 419 RCAF Squadron at their former base. Of 7,377
Lancasters built, 3,9732 were lost in action. The versatility of the Lancaster was exemplified by the
Operation Manna humanitarian food drop in Holland: 3,156 sorties, 6,600 tons of food. In 24 days,
2,900 round trips were flown to bring home 74,000 PoWs. As Dave said, “That’s astounding.” Victory
Aircraft Ltd. built 430 Lancaster Mk Xs at Malton, including 300 in the first batch of KB-numbered
RCAF aircraft and 130 in the second batch of FM-numbered. C-GVRA was FM213 in RCAF service.
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Victory built one bomber a day and
employed 10,000 people. C-GVRA,
FM213 in the RCAF, didn’t see wartime
service but flew until its retirement in
late 1963. KB700, the first Lancaster
X, arrived in England in August 1943.
Named the Ruhr Express, KB700 will
be honored by the CWHM this year.
The left side of C-GVRA will be painted
in the colours of the bomber that
unfortunately was destroyed in a crashlanding in 1945. C-GVRA went from
Dunnville to become a gate guardian at
the Legion at Goderich. The CWHM
bought it for $10,000 with help from
the Sully Foundation. A Chinook
Helicopter from 450 Squadron, CFB
Ottawa, airlifted it to Mount Hope. The
Lancaster was restored as KB726, the
Mynarski Memorial, and first flew in
September, 1988.

The Two Lancasters flying near Beachey Head enroute to Eastbourne
Photo Courtesy - dailymailco.uk

The Two Lancasters over the Derwent Dam, Derbyshire
Photo Courtesy - dailymailco.uk

The trip to the U.K. originated with an end-of-season BBMF (Battle of Britain Memorial Flight) dinner
that Don Schofield attended in October 2013. Don presented Dave with an invitation from Richard Lake,
co-owner of Eastern Airways, a regional airline in Britain, to fund the venture for one month. Dave
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felt that RAF support was crucial. They visited Mr. Lake at the Petwood Hotel, home of the RAF 617
“Dambusters” Squadron, and went on to visit the BBMF staff, who were very supportive. The costs of
preparing C-GVRA included $50,000-$60,000 for equipment such as a satellite phone, an HF radio,
GPS, transponders, iPads for the crew, survival suits, life rafts and more. The engines, props, tires,
instruments and all systems had to be airworthy and fresh. A maintenance schedule was needed for a
trans-Atlantic flight of 19 to 20 hours and a return of 25 hours against headwinds, plus the flights in
England. It was felt that seven weeks would be the optimum duration.
The trip plugged into the BBMF air show schedule. Cost sharing on everything from accommodation
to cars to meals was negotiated. The CWH used a lorry with a trailer to store and sell merchandise. Cost
of the trip was calculated at $1.1 million, compared to the museum budget of $4.6 million. To offset
the costs, the CWHM offered U.K. bomber memberships for a C-GVRA flight at 3,500 pounds per
seat. They quickly pre-sold 75 seats. Then the British Civil Aviation Authority indicated they wouldn’t
approve an unlicensed commercial operation. Dave, however, soon overcame the red tape within days
with Mr. Lake’s help. The CWHM flew 90 rides in the end, providing essential revenue. Air/ground
displays were a challenge, but produced $120,000. Sponsorships generated $300,000, including $175,000
from Thwaites Brewery and its Lancaster Bomber Beer. Cineplex donated $50,000 in support of the
documentary. The CWHM projected that they might return home with $200,000-$300,000, which
they felt was an acceptable business risk. CWHM Vice President Pam Rickards proposed selling a
crew membership to fly across the Atlantic, for a $50,000 minimum bid. Matthew Munson, 34, made
headlines with the winning bid. Matthew, Entrepreneur of the Year in 2011 in the U.K., owns his own
helicopter and his wife has a helicopter as well. He bid $79,100 Cdn, a deal. Ten minutes after the bid
closed, an irate Englishman called to offer a $100,000 bid. Dave offered to provide the guy with a ride
on the return flight. Then, another ten minutes later, a third offer came from a Canadian who also tried
for a higher bid. Dave worked out a deal for a second “newbie crew member” on the way home for
$100,000.
On Aug. 8, the crew of C-GVRA arrived at the BBMF at RAF Coningsby. A number of Bomber
Command veterans attended a gala reception. The BBMF crews were impressed by the more advanced
navigational equipment in C-GVRA compared to “Thumper.” The first air show was held on Aug. 13
at Eastbourne, with the two bombers flying over Beachy Head before a crowd of up to 100,000 people.
Beachy Head has a monument to Bomber Command. A sword was presented to the CWHM in a
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ceremony. Yet another special
day occurred on Aug. 21,
when the two Lancasters flew
with the Avro Vulcan, XH558,
out of RAF Waddington. The
incredible formation flew over
a ground-breaking ceremony
for the new Lincolnshire
Bomber Command Memorial.
In September, the two
Lancasters flew over the
Derwent Dam in Derbyshire,
the site where the Dambusters
practiced. Another huge
crowd was thrilled.
C-GVRA was inspected
twice to ensure the aircraft
was up to the demanding
schedule, made even more
The Two Lancasters in close formation - Photo Courtesy - dailymailco.uk
challenging when an engine
change had to be done within four days. The tour finished in dramatic fashion with a departure flight
from Coningsby with the “12 Merlin” sound of “Vera,” “Thumper,” two Spitfires and two Hurricanes.
Dave was overwhelmed by the tremendous reception they received in England, from young and old alike.
On Sept. 25, C-GVRA arrived in Goose Bay
on a dark and stormy night. Dave figured
the trip would have made business sense
if the CWHM netted $200,000. In the end,
the CWHM netted $1 million, a remarkable
accomplishment given the cost of $1.3
million. C-GVRA burns 250 gallons an hour,
so the best routes and the navigational issues
on these long flights were challenging. For
example, Leon noted there is a 24-degree
compass error from Goose Bay to Narsarsuaq,
Greenland. If there were a problem such
as the satellites going down or they ran out
of electricity two hours out over the ocean,
the route could be in error by one mile for
Narsarsuaq Airport Photo Courtesy - Wikipedia.org
every 60 miles. Theoretically, they could
miss Narsarsuaq by 11 miles flying a 677-mile route. Leon recalled how the CWHM Lancaster has had a
charmed life. It survived a bad landing at Trenton in RCAF service and was rebuilt with a centre section
from another aircraft. During the airlift by the Chinook to Mount Hope, the Lanc almost went out of
control, to a point where the captain considered letting it go. After surviving the fire in 1993, C-GVRA
really has nine lives! Thirty of the Lancasters exceeded 100 wartime operations, which is impressive
considering that the life expectancy of a Lanc was thought to be only about 40 hours, or five trips to
Berlin. The Mynarski Lanc, KB726, completed about 40 hours when it was shot down.
The small airport at Narsarsuaq is located at the end of a 40-mile fjord. There is a glacier at one end,
requiring the CWHM crew to land uphill and take off downhill to avoid it. Every 10 knots of tailwind,
or headwind, on the long trans-Atlantic route would add, or take way, 27 minutes of flying time. The
C-GVRA crew fortunately enjoyed a 20-knot tailwind going over. Leon and Don thoroughly enjoyed
many emotional and unforgettable moments throughout the tour. The big challenge, a supercharger
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failure on the No. 4 Merlin, occurred on Aug. 29 as C-GVRA was landing at Middleton St. George.
Rather than flying a Packard Merlin 224 across the ocean, the CWHM borrowed a freshly overhauled
Rolls-Royce Merlin 500 from the RAF. The CWHM quickly shipped the Packard parts needed to refit
the British engine across the ocean. With the townspeople offering generous assistance, the engine
conversion was done in only four days. It would normally take two weeks just to replace a Merlin
224 with another 224, let alone convert and install an RR 500, test fly and return the aircraft. Strong
headwinds came into play on the return flight. The crew thought they would have enough fuel to make
Goose Bay, but went back to Narsarsuaq to get fuel. C-GVRA received a welcome overspray from the
Hamilton Fire Department upon arrival at Mount Hope. As Leon said, “We have so much to be thankful
for.” He also underlined the museum’s mandate in putting 20,000 kids through its educational programs
every year.
Planning and administration involved six national governments. The CWHM endured what Don
described as considerable “administrative insanity” but they managed. With the European Community
deciding the applicable insurance regulations, the CWHM was told they would need $135 million Cdn
worth of liability insurance. The first insurance quote was just under $1,000 a day, but CWHM insurers
negotiated a substantial reduction. The RAF had strict rules for the choreography of the air shows. With
the formations involving both military and civil-registered Lancasters, both RAF and Civil Aviation
Authority approval was required. Don noted regulatory issues may be the greatest obstacle in trying
to restore the Lincolnshire museum’s Lancaster, “Just Jane,” to airworthy condition. The CWHM crews
felt pressure to meet the standards of the younger, professional BBMF personnel, but they acquitted
themselves really well. Dave said the teams flew together and shared friendship as “brothers in so many
ways. There were a lot of tears on that last day. I don’t think anyone wanted it to be over.” Chapter
treasurer Brigadier-General (Ret’d) Paul Hayes thanked our speakers for a most impressive presentation
after they answered numerous questions. Paul presented Dave with a cheque for $750 toward the CWHM
on behalf of the Chapter. Check out Gus Coruju’s excellent coverage on Gusair.com.

Chapter Treasurer Brigadier - General (Ret’d) Paul Hayes presenting a donation cheque to Dave Rohrer, CWHM
Photo Credit - Neil McGavock
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